
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



An Englishman's Opinion of the Bostonians in 1774. 265 

at Princetown ab* 1 tour when they heard a platoon fireing 
on the Princetown Road, they were order[d] under arms & 
to form, — Gen 1 Miflin came to them & told them the Enemy 
was a coming, to prepare for a Brush — they then march'd 
to Kingston took to the left went up Mill Stone Creek ah* 3 
Mile, the head of the Army halted there for the Rear — that 
the informant went to a farmers to get some refreshments, 
fell asleep and waked in the morning, the Army was gone 
— he heard they were at Sommerset Court house on Satur- 
day morning and that he intended to proceed to join Gen 1 
Heath; that 



AN ENGLISHMAN'S OPINION OF THE BOSTONIANS 

IN 1774. 

[The following letter, addressed to Dr. Thomas Parke, of Philadel- 
phia, is in the autograph collection of Mr. Charles Koberts.] 

London 18 April 1774 
Dear IV. 

Your favour of 5 January did not come to hand in time 
for the cloth to be sent either by Falconer or all. It is now 
sent by Capt. Williams packed in brown paper & inclosed in 
a trunk marked B Z N°. 5 addressed by Mr. John Strettell 
to his Correspondent Tho. Assheton of your City who will 
deliver it to your order. — 

I thank you for the account you gave me of the tea affair, 
a particular detail of which my Fr d . Lewis had before obliged 
me with. It is a subject of great national importance & 
accordingly affords a fund of conversation here. The Bos- 
tonians have acted I think with imprudence and have fur- 
nished the ministry with a plea for adopting measures 
which will be deemed, & ought to be deemed despotic. 
For tho' that term is mostly restricted to our absolute mon- 
archy, yet it applies as well to a body of men as to one man, 
supposing that governing body to be attached to the gov- 
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erned by no representative alliance, & to assume to them- 
selves the power of judging in eases wherein they them- 
selves are parties. By an Act of Parliament the Port of 
Boston is to be blockaded, & all business of imports & ex- 
ports to be removed to Marblehead ab* 17 miles more to the 
northward. Other regulations of their civil Governm* are 
preparing for them, by which it is expected their Charter will 
be materially invaded. This mode of punishment has been 
justly objected to as confound 8 the innocent with the guilty, 
& punishing a whole province for the guilt of a few indi- 
viduals. The accused too are deprived of the opportunity 
of being heard in their own defence. A priviledge which 
is not only founded in the original Principles of Law & 
Justice, but has been fenced with peculiar Care by the Spirit 
of the English Constitution, in which it has always been 
regarded as an essential point that no man shall be con- 
demned unheard. A well drawn petition representing these 
arguments in a strong & proper point of light was pre- 
sented to the house by such natives of the province as hap- 
pened to be then in London. But in vain : the measure was 
determined upon by the ministerial Junto, & was only 
brought into parliament for the sanction of the Legislature. 
It is now rather a question of power than of right. The 
ministry have gone too far to recede, & if the Bostonians 
prove refractory there must be an appeal to the ultima rath 
regum. 

I shall be very glad to hear from you whenever opportu- 
nity suits & am 

Yr. Affectionate Fr 4 

Jos. Woods. 



